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Land… that’s where it all begins. Whether it is ranch land 
or family retreats, working cattle ranches, plantations, 
farms, estancias, timber or recreational ranches for sale, 
it all starts with the land.

Since 1946, Hall and Hall has specialized in serving 
the owners and prospective owners of quality rural real 
estate by providing mortgage loans, appraisals, land 
management, auction and brokerage services within a 
unique, integrated partnership structure.

Our business began by cultivating long-term relationships 
built upon personal service and expert counsel. We have 
continued to grow today by being client-focused and 
results-oriented—because while it all starts with the 
land, we know it ends with you.

WITH OFFICES IN :

SALES   |    AUCTIONS   |    F INANCE   |    APPRAISALS   |    MANAGEMENTSALES   |    AUCTIONS   |    F INANCE   |    APPRAISALS   |    MANAGEMENT
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This 518± acre northern New Mexico offering provides outstanding fly fishing on over one 
and one-quarter mile of professionally enhanced Chama River and five stocked ponds in the 
attractive and easily accessible Chama River Valley. The centerpiece of the property is its diverse 
section of live water that is home to healthy populations of large wild brown and rainbow trout. 
Here, tasteful improvements, beautiful views, big game hunting, and productive hay meadows 
are complemented by proximity to Santa Fe and Pagosa Springs, Colorado. Located six miles 
south of Chama, New Mexico, Cañones Creek Ranch represents the opportunity to acquire a 
high-quality angling property that is turn-key and ready for immediate and easy use. The ranch 
enjoys a private setting yet is close to the amenities of town and has year-round access via paved 
US Highway 84. Internal access is provided via private ranch roads and a bridge that provides 
access to both banks of the river.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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LOCATION
With immediate access to US Highway 84, the ranch is within easy striking distance of some 
of the Southwest’s most significant artistic and cultural destinations, as well as a number of 
attractive mountain towns.

Straddling both banks of the Chama 
River, Cañones Creek Ranch sits six 
paved miles south of the community of 
Chama, in Rio Arriba County. Chama has 
quietly gained standing as a recreational 
hub for those looking to enjoy the 
mountains of northern New Mexico and 
southern Colorado. The town has a full 
range of small town amenities including 
restaurants, lodging, a grocery store, 
fuel, and a medical center. The Colorado 
state line sits roughly seven and one-half 
miles to the north of Chama. Adjacent to 
the Jicarilla Apache Reservation and 
additional privately controlled river 
properties, the ranch is a short drive 
from the San Juan Mountain Range and 
Herron Lake State Park, which includes 
Herron Lake and El Vado Reservoir.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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With immediate access to US Highway 84, the ranch is within easy striking distance of some 
of the Southwest’s most significant artistic and cultural destinations, as well as a number of 
attractive mountain towns and skiing. Georgia O’Keefe’s Ghost Ranch is a 40-minute drive to 
the south of the ranch. Santa Fe, with its historic plaza and numerous museums and galleries, 
is an additional hour and 50-minute drive to the south via one of the most scenic drives New 
Mexico has to offer. Taos is an hour and 45-minute drive to the east of the ranch via Highway 
64 – also a scenic drive.  From the ranch, it is less than three hours to Albuquerque and the 
Albuquerque International Airport.

Driving time to Pagosa Springs, Colorado and the Stevens Field FBO is 50 minutes from the 
ranch gate. The Stevens Field Airport offers an 8,100 x 100 foot runway capable of landing 
larger private aircraft as well as updated FBO facilities providing a full range of services and 
amenities. The Wolf Creek Ski Area is located a few minutes outside of Pagosa Springs. Durango, 
Colorado and the Durango-La Plata Airport with commercial air service are an additional hour 
and 15-minute drive to the west of Pagosa Springs.  

http://www.hallandhall.com
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The upper Chama River Valley sits at the western base of the Brazos Mountains in northern New 
Mexico. The Brazos Mountains comprise the southeasternmost portion of the greater San Juan 
Mountain Range where it dips down and into northern New Mexico. Though equal in beauty 
and recreational opportunities to its counterparts in southern Colorado, this area is largely 
undiscovered. The Chama River flows north to south with large stands of cottonwoods lining 
its banks. This bosque or cottonwood forest is in turned lined with rich hay meadows that rise 
to the east into bluffs and foothills at the base of the Brazos Mountains. Views to the east are 
dominated by rugged peaks and mountain slopes comprised of a mosaic of aspen and pine 
forests. The headwaters of countless tributary streams and creeks emanate from the slopes of 
the Brazos Mountain and flow west to their respective confluences with the Chama River. From 
its headwaters just a few miles to the north in Colorado, the trout-laden Rio Chama continues 
south for nearly 130 miles to its eventual confluence with the Rio Grande. To the south and 
west, the terrain becomes more arid with the dramatic red cliffs and bluffs, and high desert 
country that is synonymous with New Mexico. 

LOCALE

http://www.hallandhall.com
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The primary communities in the Chama Valley are Tierra Amarilla and Chama – both of which have 
long enjoyed a strong ranching and agriculture-based culture. As such, the area is controlled by 
large private holdings, smaller ranches, and expansive tracts of state and federal lands. Thanks 
to its mountain location and limitless recreational opportunities, the Chama Valley has also 
quietly gained notoriety as a four-season mountain destination. An historic 1880s railroad town, 
Chama is home to the Cumbres & Toltec narrow-gauge railroad, which provides scenic train 
rides through the mountains of northern New Mexico and southern Colorado via a historic coal-
fired steam engine. In addition to the year-round recreational opportunities, Tierra Amarilla, 
Chama, and the greater Chama Valley have become a locale where hunters from around the 
world gather to pursue trophy elk and mule deer.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The Chama River enters the property at the north end and flows south for one and one-quarter 
miles – with both banks of the river located within and controlled by Cañones Creek Ranch. 
Cañones Creek, the namesake of the property, is a seasonal stream that flows through a portion 
of the ranch. The confluence of the stream and the Chama River is located just below the 
northern property line. From the cottonwood-lined banks of the Chama River, the property gently 
rises to the east in a series of lush hay meadows and benches. The terrain and topography here 
is easy with trout ponds conveniently located within easy striking distance of the river. Across 
the ranch’s private bridge to the west, the property is buffered by the slopes of a bluff that drop 
down to the river and an additional trout pond. Roughly one-quarter of the property is located 
on the west side of the river and this portion of the property is in more of a natural state. The 
eastern side is largely comprised of lush hay meadows. Located at the edge of the cottonwoods 
and hay meadow is the pavilion, which sits on a lush lawn along the banks of a large pond. 

Gated access off of the highway comes in at the northeastern corner of the property. A private 
drive leads south to the house and shop with guest apartment. The improvements are well 
located on a bluff overlooking the balance of the property. Views up and down the valley and 
east to the mountains are outstanding. 

http://www.hallandhall.com
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outstanding fly fishing on prof essionally 
enhanced Chama River
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IMPROVEMENTS
Perched on a bench overlooking the property is a fitting 100-year-old adobe home that has 
been completely remodeled and updated with modern amenities. This 2,100 square foot adobe 
home has three bedrooms and one bath and is well-suited for hosting family and friends. A 
large open kitchen provides ample room for meal preparation, and the living room, which is a 
natural gathering place, features an open fireplace. Additional rooms include a large mudroom 
complete with storage closets, a large laundry room, and a fishing and hunting room complete 
with fly fishing bins and stocked with all the gear required by a day of fishing.

http://www.hallandhall.com
mailto:info%40hallandhall.com?subject=


—  11  —
©  2020 HALL AND HALL   |    WWW.HALLANDHALL.COM   |    INFO@HALLANDHALL.COM

Adjacent to the home is a newly-
constructed 1,950 square foot 
guest apartment with an enclosed 
garage and shop, as well as a 
covered carport. The studio guest 
quarters here enjoy a large open 
floor plan with a corner fireplace, 
full kitchen, and full bathroom.

Rounding out the suite of improvements is a trout pond pavilion with picnic tables and grilling 
area, historic barn, and a high and low house skeet shooting range. Internal access is provided 
via private ranch roads and a bridge that provides access to both banks of the river. 

http://www.hallandhall.com
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WATER RESOURCES
The property controls one and one-quarter 
miles of frontage on both banks of the 
Chama River. Originating high in the San 
Juan Mountain range, it flows through 
mountain forests before dropping down 
into the Chama Valley, where it is lined 
with cottonwoods and meadows and flows 
through many privately held ranches. From 
here, the river reaches El Vado Reservoir 
and then drops into canyonlands and 
becomes higher gradient before winding 
down to its eventual confluence with the 
Rio Grande. A 24.6-mile section of the 
river has been designated as a Wild and 
Scenic River, and the New Mexico State 
Record brown trout was caught in the river 
below El Vado Reservoir.

The ranch has adjudicated water rights on the Cañones and Barranco acequias (ditches) which 
are utilized for flood irrigation of 302.5± acres of hay meadow. Further water rights information 
is available upon request.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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CLIMATE
Located at an average elevation of 7,500 
feet, the ranch is an area of New Mexico 
that receives an average of nearly 300 
days of sunshine. The Chama Valley 
enjoys a favorable year-round climate with 
summertime temperatures reaching into the 
high 70’s and low 80’s, with daytime winter 
temperatures ranging between the mid 30’s 
to mid 40’s. The average snowfall in the 
higher elevations of the area is nearly 100 
inches with annual precipitation of 22 inches.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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RECREATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
Quality live water properties with a significant quantity of fishable water are increasingly difficult 
to acquire in New Mexico. With both banks on one and one-quarter miles of professionally 
enhanced Chama River and five trout ponds, this holding provides a unique package of trout 
water for its size. The Chama River flies below the radars of many anglers, but those that know 
it hold it and its large trout in high regard.

The one and one-quarter mile entire 
stretch of Chama River flowing through 
the ranch has been professionally 
enhanced. Resembling a classic freestone 
stream, it meanders below tall stands of 
mature cottonwoods and alongside open 
meadows and steep bluff slopes. The river 
provides diverse aquatic habitat with deep 
plunge pools, gentle glides and riffles, 
as well as boulder, grass and willow-
lined banks. In addition to a healthy 
population of rainbows, this section of 
river is home to wild brown trout that can 
exceed 20 inches in length. Fly fishing 
with dries, streamers, and nymphs is 
excellent depending on the season. A 
newly constructed private bridge provides 
easy access to both sides of the river.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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The Pavilion Pond is not only a favorite gathering place and one of the most attractive sites on 
the ranch, it provides angling for brook and brown trout, as well as rainbows reaching in excess 
of 24 inches and 8 pounds in size. Each pond has been professionally stocked with rainbow, 
brown, and brook trout and strategically placed throughout the ranch in order to provide anglers 
with unique settings and angling experiences. 

The newly built skeet shooting range features a high and low house and provides ownership 
with an additional activity for all to enjoy. In addition to the onsite fishing and hunting, there 
are countless opportunities for boating, hiking, backpacking, camping, and winter recreation 
just minutes from the ranch gate. 

http://www.hallandhall.com
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WILDLIFE RESOURCES
In addition to outstanding angling, Cañones Creek provides ownership with onsite big game 
hunting. The ranch is located within New Mexico’s Game Management Unit (GMU) 4, which is 
widely regarded as a top destination for excellent elk and trophy mule deer hunting. Elk and 
mule deer are drawn to the property’s hay meadows in the fall and will seek cover on the western 
side of the river. The adjacent Jicarilla Apache Reservation is famous for trophy elk and world-
class mule deer hunting. Deer and elk from the Reservation regularly utilize the cover, feed, 
and water of Cañones Creek Ranch – thereby providing ownership with some quality hunting 
opportunities each season. The ranch is enrolled in the Private Land Elk License (E-Plus) 
program and typically receives four bull elk authorizations from the state each year. Private land 
only deer licenses are also easily obtainable by utilizing the ranch’s designated authorization 
code and applying through an application process. Merriam’s turkey and waterfowl also inhabit 
the property and provide additional opportunities. In addition to the game animals, the ranch 
provides habitat for a large number of songbirds, raptors, and additional small wildlife. 

exc ell ent 
elk and trophy 

mule de er 
hunt ing
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GENERAL OPERATION
The ranch is currently managed as a balanced sporting property with a productive hay farm 
operation using substantial water rights on 302.5± irrigable acres. The property is perimeter 
fenced; however, there is currently no livestock operation on the property. The current ranch 
manager believes it could sustain 100 pair of mother cows throughout the summer and early 
fall grazing season. New ownership could also likely derive income from the property by leasing 
fishing rights or access to one of New Mexico’s many fly fishing outfitters. 

CONSERVATION
The ranch is not encumbered 
by conservation easement. 
Given its water, rich lands, and 
agricultural components, it is 
very likely that Cañones Creek 
would be an ideal candidate 
for future protection via a 
conservation easement. 

http://www.hallandhall.com
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BROKER’S COMMENTS
Cañones Creek is an outstanding sporting ranch with a set of angling amenities and tasteful 
and complete structures that is rarely found in the Southwest. The one and one-quarter miles of 
professionally enhanced Chama River is an outstanding live water resource that is complemented 
by five trout ponds, productive hay production, abundant wildlife, and big views. Just six miles 
from Chama, where one can find all the conveniences of a small town, this is truly a unique New 
Mexico ownership opportunity.

http://www.hallandhall.com
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NOTICE:  Offering is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change or withdrawal without notice, 
and approval of purchase by owner. Information regarding land classifications, acreages, building 
measurements, carrying capacities, potential profits, etc., are intended only as general guidelines and 
have been provided by sources deemed reliable, but whose accuracy we cannot guarantee. Prospective 
buyers should verify all information to their satisfaction. Prospective buyers should also be aware that 
the photographs in this brochure may have been digitally enhanced.
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Click on map above for link to MapRight map of property.

PRICE

$4,995,000

http://www.hallandhall.com
mailto:info%40hallandhall.com?subject=
https://mapright.com/ranching/maps/358533ff3f2f0e7bf3c6b113557100f3/share


ADDITIONAL SERVICES OFFERED BY HALL AND HALL
1. MANAGEMENT SERVICES – Hall and Hall’s Management Division has a very clear mission–to represent the owner and 

to ensure that his or her experience is a positive one. Services are customized to suit the owner’s needs. They often 

begin with the recruiting and hiring of a suitable ranch manager or caretaker and are followed by the development of 

a management or operating plan along with appropriate budgets. Ongoing services include bill paying, ranch oversight, 

and consulting services as needed. Even the most sophisticated and experienced ranch owners appreciate the value of a 

management firm representing them and providing advice on local area practices and costs. Wes Oja, Jerome Chvilicek,  

or Dan Bergstrom at (406) 656-7500 are available to describe and discuss these services in detail and welcome your call.

2. RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT SERVICES – Increasingly the value of a ranch is measured by the quality of each and 

every one of its resources. Coincidentally, the enhancement of a ranch’s resources also increases the pleasure that one 

derives from the ownership of a ranch. Our management services have included the assessment of everything from 

wildlife habitat to bird habitat to water resources and fisheries and the subsequent oversight of the process involved with 

the enhancement of these resources. Wes Oja, Jerome Chvilicek, or Dan Bergstrom at (406) 656-7500 are available to 

describe and discuss these services in detail and welcome your call.

3. AUCTIONS - Hall and Hall Auctions offer “Another Solution” to create liquidity for the owners of Investment-Quality Rural 

Real Estate.  Our auction team has experience in marketing farmland, ranchland, timberland and recreational properties 

throughout the nation.  Extreme attention to detail and complete transparency coupled with Hall and Hall’s “Rolodex” 

of more than 40,000 targeted owners and buyers of rural real estate help assure that there are multiple bidders at each 

auction. In addition, the unique Hall and Hall partnership model creates a teamwork approach that helps to assure that 

we realize true market value on auction day.  For more information on our auction services contact Scott Shuman at 

(800) 829-8747.

4. APPRAISALS - Staying abreast of ancillary market influences in ever-changing economic conditions requires a broad 

professional network to tap into. Finding an appraiser who not only understands the numbers but also the differences in 

value from one area to another is a critical part of making an informed decision. The appraisal team at Hall and Hall, 

formed entirely of Accredited Members of the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers (ASFMRA), has 

that critical network of brokers and lending professionals. This professional network coupled with diverse experience 

across multiple regions and market segments allows our appraisal team to deliver a quality product in a reasonable 

timeframe.  Stacy Jackson at (903) 820-8499 is available to describe and discuss these services in detail and welcome 

your call.

5. SPECIALIZED LENDING - Since 1946 Hall and Hall has created a legacy by efficiently providing capital to landowners.  

In addition to traditional farm and ranch loans, we specialize in understanding the unique aspects of placing loans on 

ranches where value may be influenced by recreational features, location and improvements and repayment may come 

from outside sources. Our extensive experience and efficient processing allows us to quickly tell you whether we can 

provide the required financing.

Competitive Pricing  |  Flexible Terms  |  Efficient Processing 

Tina Hamm or Scott Moran • (406) 656-7500 

Adam Deakin • (970) 716-2120 

Monte Lyons • (806) 698-6882  

J.T. Holt • (806) 698-6884
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New Mexico law requires  that  we provide the fol lowing disclosure:

NEW MEXICO BROKERAGE DISCLOSURE

Every l icensed New Mexico real estate Broker is obl igated to disclose Broker Duties.  
Disclosure: The fol lowing brokerage relat ionships are avai lable in the State of New 
Mexico: (1) transaction broker,  (2) exclusive agency, and (3) dual agency (see RANM 
Form 1401, p. 2).

Prior to the t ime an Associate Broker or Qualifying Broker generates or presents any 
written document that has the potential  to become an express written agreement, 
the Broker shal l  disclose in writ ing to a prospective buyer,  sel ler,  landlord or tenant, 
the fol lowing l ist  of Broker Duties that are owed to al l  Customers and Clients by al l 
Brokers regardless of the brokerage relat ionship:

(A) Honesty and reasonable care; as set forth in the provisions of this section; 
 
(B) Compliance with local,  state, and federal fair  housing and anti-discrimination 
laws, the New Mexico  Real Estate License Law and the Real Estate Commission 
Rules and Regulations, and other applicable local,  state, and federal laws and 
regulations; 
 
(C) Performance of any and al l  oral  or written agreements made with the Broker’s 
Customer or Cl ient; 
 
(D) Assistance to the Broker’s Customer or Cl ient in completing the Transaction, 
unless otherwise agreed to in writ ing by the Customer or Cl ient,  including (1) 
Presentation of al l  offers or counter-offers in a t imely manner, and (2) Assistance 
in complying with the terms and condit ions of the contract and with the closing 
of the Transaction; If  the Broker in a Transaction is not providing the service, 
advice or assistance described in paragraphs D(1) and D(2), the Customer or 
Cl ient must agree in writ ing that the Broker is not expected to provide such 
service, advice or assistance, and the Broker shal l  disclose such agreement in 
writ ing to the other Brokers involved in the Transaction;  
 
(E) Acknowledgment by the Broker that there may be matters related to the 
Transaction that are outside the Broker’s knowledge or expert ise and that the 
Broker wil l  suggest that the Customer or Cl ient seek expert advice on these 
matters; 
 
(F) Prompt accounting for al l  monies or property received by the Broker; 
 
(G) Prior to the t ime the Associate Broker or Qualifying Broker generates or 
presents any written document that has the potential  to become an express 
written agreement, written disclosure of (1) any written Brokerage Relationship 
the Broker has with any other Part ies to the Transaction; (2) any material  interest 
or relat ionship of a business, personal,  or family nature that the Broker has in 
the Transaction; and (3) other Brokerage Relationship options avai lable in New 
Mexico; 
 
(H) Disclosure of any adverse material  facts actual ly known by the Broker about 
the property or the Transaction, or about the f inancial abi l i ty of the Part ies to the 
Transaction to complete the Transaction. Adverse material  facts do not include 
data from a sex offender registry or the existence of group homes; 
 
( I )  Maintenance of any confidential  information learned in the course of any prior 
Agency relat ionship unless the disclosure is with the former Cl ient’s consent or is 
required by law; 
 
(J)  Unless otherwise authorized in writ ing, a Broker shal l  not disclose to their 
Customer or Cl ient during the transaction that their  Sel ler Cl ient or Customer 
has previously indicated they wil l  accept a sales price less than the asking or 
l isted price of a property;  that their  Buyer Cl ient or Customer has previously 
indicated they wil l  pay a sales price greater than the price submitted in a written 
offer;  the motivation of their  Cl ient or Customer for sel l ing or buying property; 
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Prior to the t ime an Associate Broker or Qualifying Broker generates or presents any 
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the Broker shal l  disclose in writ ing to a prospective buyer,  sel ler,  landlord or tenant, 
the fol lowing l ist  of Broker Duties that are owed to al l  Customers and Clients by al l 
Brokers regardless of the brokerage relat ionship:

(A) Honesty and reasonable care; as set forth in the provisions of this section; 
 
(B) Compliance with local,  state, and federal fair  housing and anti-discrimination 
laws, the New Mexico  Real Estate License Law and the Real Estate Commission 
Rules and Regulations, and other applicable local,  state, and federal laws and 
regulations; 
 
(C) Performance of any and al l  oral  or written agreements made with the Broker’s 
Customer or Cl ient; 
 
(D) Assistance to the Broker’s Customer or Cl ient in completing the Transaction, 
unless otherwise agreed to in writ ing by the Customer or Cl ient,  including (1) 
Presentation of al l  offers or counter-offers in a t imely manner, and (2) Assistance 
in complying with the terms and condit ions of the contract and with the closing 
of the Transaction; If  the Broker in a Transaction is not providing the service, 
advice or assistance described in paragraphs D(1) and D(2), the Customer or 
Cl ient must agree in writ ing that the Broker is not expected to provide such 
service, advice or assistance, and the Broker shal l  disclose such agreement in 
writ ing to the other Brokers involved in the Transaction;  
 
(E) Acknowledgment by the Broker that there may be matters related to the 
Transaction that are outside the Broker’s knowledge or expert ise and that the 
Broker wil l  suggest that the Customer or Cl ient seek expert advice on these 
matters; 
 
(F) Prompt accounting for al l  monies or property received by the Broker; 
 
(G) Prior to the t ime the Associate Broker or Qualifying Broker generates or 
presents any written document that has the potential  to become an express 
written agreement, written disclosure of (1) any written Brokerage Relationship 
the Broker has with any other Part ies to the Transaction; (2) any material  interest 
or relat ionship of a business, personal,  or family nature that the Broker has in 
the Transaction; and (3) other Brokerage Relationship options avai lable in New 
Mexico; 
 
(H) Disclosure of any adverse material  facts actual ly known by the Broker about 
the property or the Transaction, or about the f inancial abi l i ty of the Part ies to the 
Transaction to complete the Transaction. Adverse material  facts do not include 
data from a sex offender registry or the existence of group homes; 
 
( I )  Maintenance of any confidential  information learned in the course of any prior 
Agency relat ionship unless the disclosure is with the former Cl ient’s consent or is 
required by law; 
 
(J)  Unless otherwise authorized in writ ing, a Broker shal l  not disclose to their 
Customer or Cl ient during the transaction that their  Sel ler Cl ient or Customer 
has previously indicated they wil l  accept a sales price less than the asking or 
l isted price of a property;  that their  Buyer Cl ient or Customer has previously 
indicated they wil l  pay a sales price greater than the price submitted in a written 
offer;  the motivation of their  Cl ient or Customer for sel l ing or buying property; 
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